Research Methods, CRJU 5003, Fall 2020
Professor: Callie Marie Rennison, PhD
 


              Wed. 5pm-7:45pm
Email: callie.rennison@ucdenver.edu




Location: Interwebs!     
Office Hours: Online by appt.
RA/TA: Hailey Powers (hailey.powers@ucdenver.edu)
Zoom Link for every class:  https://ucdenver.zoom.us/j/97859240337
 

Course Description/Objectives
This course reviews/introduces methods for research design and data collection in criminology and criminal justice. Topics covered are intended to enhance student's abilities to be sound consumers of research, and to provide students with the tools needed to successfully conduct basic research in the areas of crime, victimization, justice and other issues. It introduces students to the research methods used to conduct research, exposes them to some classic research, and instructs them how to read and think critically research monographs and other material. 
Required Texts 
Best, Joel. (2012). Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists. Updated second edition. University of California Press.
Rennison, Callie Marie & Hart, Timothy, C. (2018). Research Methods in Criminal Justice and Criminology.  First Edition.  Sage Publications: Thousand Oaks, CA.
Additional readings are required and will be available online either on Canvas or in the library in a variety of journals. In general, everything will be available on Canvas.  I may assign other material as the semester progresses and/or I may alter the reading schedule (presented below) so be prepared to be flexible.

Recommended Software
Student version of SPSS.  ANY VERSION WILL DO. This course requires you to use SPSS for later assignments. In addition, when you take statistics, you will need it weekly. You can use SPSS on university machines remotely (more on this below), or lease it from a third party vendor (you can also buy it directly from SPSS if you wish). 
SPSS is available for your use on machines in the SPA lab and we have made it available remotely given Covid and our continued isolation. Please look under “files” on Canvas for a document titled “Spa Remote Lab Instructions”.  You will need the following information below to complete this free access. PLEASE don’t wait until the last minute to log on. Do so long before an assignment is due so you don’t run into any unanticipated issues (and there are always unanticipated issues!).
 COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Participation is a must. You are expected to read the assigned readings before you come to class so you can discuss your thoughts/questions regarding them. In addition, take advantage of class time to work through issues on your class project. 
Thought Papers. (Each paper counts equally toward 75% of your final grade). Rather than require a monster paper at the end of the semester, we will be writing many “thought” papers. These papers are to be about five to seven pages in length, typed, double-spaced, 12 point font, with standard margins. All papers much use APA style or the paper will have 25 points automatically deducted. The purpose of these papers is to demonstrate your comprehension of the material and your ability to apply it at the level expected for a student in graduate school. Failing to turn in any thought paper will result in a zero for this portion of your grade. Al No paper may be emailed to me or Hailey. Papers must be submitted via Canvas. 
Exam. (25% of your final grade). The only exam that covers all material in the course will be administered on the last day of class which is December 2nd. 

Papers/Assignments 

Your assignment(s) are due at 5pm on the stated due date. If you have some sort of conflict, see me well before the assignment is due (at least two weeks). You may turn in your papers/assignments early, however, I do not read papers or assignments prior to the due date in order to give you feedback.
Missing the exam
If you must miss the exam for any reason, please clear that with me at least 2 weeks prior to the scheduled exam date. Failure to do this will earn you a zero on the exam. Make up exams will be given at my convenience and will be 100% essay. The key here is communication with me.
Course Grade Scale

100 point scale:

  



87-89
B+
77-79
C+
67-69
D+
59 or less 
F

93-+
A
83-86
B
73-76
C
63-66
D

90-92   A-
80-82
B-
70-72  
C-
60-62
D-

MISCELLANEOUS

Teaching/Research Assistant

We are fortunate enough to have an RA/TA join us in the class. Hailey Powers (hailey.powers@ucdenver.edu) is a fabulous PhD student and a valuable resource in this class so be sure to reach out to her if you have any questions/needs. She is available to meet online by appointment. Please note that Hailey is unavailable from Sept 30 to the Oct 28th of this semester.
Canvas
If I have information to pass on to you (i.e., location of a particular article, etc.), I will inform you via Canvas. Be sure to check in regularly on Canvas.
Attendance

I do not take attendance. If you do miss class you do not need to call me when you are not coming to class, nor do you need to bring me a doctor’s notes or other documentation to miss a regular (i.e., test day being a major exception) class. Though I don’t take role, please note that missing class is not a good idea. It is clear that students who exhibit poor attendance do poorly in the class at best. Further, if you miss class, neither I nor Hailey can offer a one-on-one lecture to cover what you missed. Be sure to make a buddy in class who can fill you in on the missed material.
Online Etiquette

Online courses can be great! A part of that is that we all engage respectfully with one another. A part of engaging is being present, having your camera on, and contributing to class discussion. Also, be sure you have muted your microphone if you are not speaking. If this presents a special challenge to you, get with me so we can talk about it. 
Dropping the Course

Please refer to University requirements regarding drop dates and policies. If you are on the class roll at the end of the semester, you will be given a grade. I will not (and cannot) drop any student. Be sure to drop if you want to drop. If you feel you need to drop due to poor success, see me before doing this. 
Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Disability Access Services Office as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are arranged in a timely fashion.

Academic Honesty

Cheating/Plagiarism is simply not tolerated. If you have questions about what plagiarism does and does not constitute, please see me and we can discuss it. Do not be embarrassed to ask about it because some people are genuinely confused about what does and does not constitute plagiarism. It is better to ask and be certain than it is to suffer the severe consequences of this activity. Should an assignment be plagiarized, or you be found to behave in an academically dishonest fashion, you will be awarded a zero for that assignment, and you will be referred to the Dean of the Graduate School for discipline. 
OVERALL PHILOSOPHY      
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I am a stickler regarding personal responsibility. I will not hound you for assignments, nor will I remind you of things for which you are responsible. I do not "give out" grades - you earn them. I do not review for exams – that is what the entire semester is all about. For this reason, grade changes for any reason are not entertained. 

Course Calendar
Aug 19
Syllabus

Where are the readings located?


How do I get the most out of these readings?


What do I expect to get out of this class?


What is a peer-reviewed academic journal article?


What are the expectations of graduate school-level writing?


Graduate school and expectations.

Aug 26

Due: Thought Paper 1 on Bad Statistics is due

Readings:

Best’s Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, 


Politicians, and Activists. 

Patricia Tjaden and Nancy Thoennes (2000). “Full Report of the Prevalence, 

Incidence, and Consequences of Violence Against Women: Findings From

The National Violence Against Women Survey” NCJ 183781.

http://www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles1/nij/183781.pdf.  (Beware! It’s long! You may not want to print. You need to be able to discuss statistics in the report based on what you learned in Best’s book.)

Sept 2 
Due: Thought Paper 2 on Unethical Research is due


Readings:


Read Ch 1 in R&H Text. Why Study Research Methods? 

Sept 9 
Readings:


Read Ch 2 in R&H Text. How to Identify a Topic, Purpose and a Research Question. 

Read Ch 3 in R&H Text. Conducting a Literature Review.

Sept 16
Due: Thought Paper 3 on Topic, Purpose, Research Question, and Literature Reviews is due.

Readings:

Read Ch 4 in R&H Text. Concepts, Conceptualization, Operationalization, Measurement, Variables and Data.

Sept 23
Due: Thought Paper 4 on Concepts - - > Variables is due


Readings:


Read Ch 5 in R&H Text. Sampling.

Sept 30
Due: Thought Paper 5 on Sampling is due


Readings:


Read Ch 6 in R&H Text. Qualitative Data.

Cobbina (2008) “Race and Class Differences in Print Media Portrayals of Crack Cocaine and Methamphetamine”.

Oct 7
Readings:


Read Ch 7 in R&H Text. Survey Research.
Oct 14

Due: Thought Paper 6 on Poorly Worded Survey Questions is due



Readings: 



Read Ch 8 in R&H Text. Experimental Research

White, M., Goldkamp, J. & Robinson, J. (2006). Acupuncture in drug treatment: Exploring its role and impact on participant behavior in the drug court setting. Journal of Experimental Criminology. 2(10):45-65.

Oct 21

Due: One completed Word .doc of your survey instrument is due and must include at least 10 questions with response categories provided, and 4 open-ended questions.  Be sure to include demographics for your respondents. Surveys must relate to the topic of your previous thought papers and your research questions. (These will not be graded, but Hailey and I will fill one out and you will need to enter the data from our surveys (with the others) in SPSS for later assignments)

You should now have at least 18 people fill out your survey by class next week.


Readings:


Read Ch 9 in R&H Text. Using Secondary Data.


Rand, Michael, R. and Callie Marie Rennison. (2002). "True Crime Stories? 

Accounting for Differences in our National Crime Indicators" Chance. 15:1. http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/tcsadnci.pdf
Oct 28
Readings:


Read Ch 10 in R&H Text. GIS and Crime Mapping.


Read Ch 11 in R&H Text. Evaluation Research.


Read Ch 12 in R&H Text. Analysis and Findings < - - focus of lecture
Nov 4
Readings:

Holiday/Recovery Day/ Be kind to yourself day
Nov 11
Lecture on what to do with your completed surveys – entering data into SPSS, cleaning data in SPSS, analysis in SPSS, and presenting findings. 

Nov 18
Readings:


Read Ch 13 in R&H Text. Making your Research Relevant


Read Ch 14 in R&H Text. Research Methods as a Career.

Nov 25
Due: Thought Paper #7 on Descriptives of your Survey Findings

NO CLASS – Enjoy your Thanksgiving Holiday/Fall Break/Time Off
Dec 2
Last day of class: Final Exam (25%) of your final grade.






"Life is like a monkey, it just keeps flinging poo at you."








The trick is to keep going even when you’ve been hit.
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